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Preserving the Land of the Giants 

Yosemites sequoia grove has reopened, with less asphalt and more protection for the trees. Page All. 


Plan to Raise Pious Generation Divides Turkey 


Kochs Finance 
High-Tech War 
Against Transit 

Targeting Voter Data to 
Kill Buses and Rail 


By HIROKO TABUCHI 

NASHVILLE — A team of poli- 
tical activists huddled at a Hard¬ 
ee’s one rainy Saturday, wolfing 
down a breakfast of biscuits and 
gravy. Then they descended on 
Antioch, a quiet Nashville suburb, 
armed with iPads full of voter data 
and a fiery script. 

The group, the local chapter for 
Americans for Prosperity, which 
is financed by the oil billionaires 
Charles G. and David H. Koch to 
advance conservative causes, 
fanned out and began stra¬ 
tegically knocking on doors. Their 
targets: voters most likely to op¬ 
pose a local plan to build light-rail 
trains, a traffic-easing tunnel and 
new bus routes. 

“Do you agree that raising the 
sales tax to the highest rate in the 
nation must be stopped?” Samuel 
Nienow, one of the organizers, 
asked a startled man who an¬ 
swered the door at his ranch-style 
home in March. “Can we count on 
you to vote ‘no’ on the transit 
plan?” 

In cities and counties across the 
country — including Little Rock, 
Ark.; Phoenix, Ariz.; southeast 
Michigan; central Utah; and here 
in Tennessee — the Koch brothers 
are fueling a fight against public 
transit, an offshoot of their long¬ 
standing national crusade for 
lower taxes and smaller govern¬ 
ment. 

At the heart of their effort is a 
network of activists who use a so¬ 
phisticated data service built by 
the Kochs, called i360, that helps 
them identify and rally voters who 
are inclined to their worldview. It 
is a particularly powerful version 
of the technologies used by major 
political parties. 

In places like Nashville, Koch-fi- 
nanced activists are finding 
tremendous success. 

Early polling here had sug- 
Continued on Page A12 


Muted Cheers 
For Megastar 
Turned Pariah 


By TARIQ PANJA 

MOSCOW — Rafael Marquez, 
one of the best-known stars on 
Mexico’s World Cup soccer team, 
is a standout of the tournament in 
Russia. But it has nothing to do 
with his prowess on the field. 

Marquez, 39, is on a United 
States Treasury Department 
blacklist of people it says have 
helped launder money for drug 
cartels. His inclusion on the list 
prohibits American individuals, 
businesses and banks from hav¬ 
ing anything to do with him. 

So Marquez does not drink from 
the same branded water bottles as 
his teammates or wear the same 
uniform at practices. Instead of 
being planted in front of sponsors’ 
logos at every opportunity, as is 
normally the case for prominent 
players, “Rafa,” as he is known, is 
kept away. 

If he is the best player in a 
game, he most assuredly will not 
be named the Budweiser Man of 
the Match. His lodging is carefully 
scrutinized to prevent him from 
staying in places that have any 
American connections, even if it 
means getting him a room away 
from the team. And however hard 
he works on the field, Marquez 
has agreed to not get paid. 

It might get complicated for the 
banks, after all. 

FIFA, world soccer’s governing 
body and organizer of the World 
Cup, routed Mexico’s portion of 
the $1.5 million it sent to each 
team to prepare for the tourna- 
Continued on Page A6 


ByCARLOTTAGALL 

ISTANBUL — Public schools 
are closing, on little or no notice, 
and being replaced by religious 
schools. Exams are scrapped by 
presidential whim. Tens of thou¬ 
sands of public teachers have 
been fired. Outside religious 
groups are teaching in schools, 
without parental consent. 

The battle over how to shape 
Turkey’s next generation has be¬ 
come a tumultuous issue for Pres¬ 
ident Recep Tayyip Erdogan, as 
he seeks re-election on Sunday in 
a vote that is shaping up as a refer¬ 
endum on his deepening imprint 


President Is Pressing to 
Expand Religious 
Education 


on the country after 15 years at the 
helm. 

Mr. Erdogan has already 
chipped away at Turkey’s demo¬ 
cratic institutions, purging the 
courts and civil service of sus¬ 
pected opponents, bringing the 
media to heel, and leaving in place 
a state of emergency after a failed 
coup in 2016 that has added a new 


level of precariousness to the 
campaign. 

His opponents fear that his re- 
election to a newly empowered 
presidency after constitutional 
changes last year will give Mr. Er¬ 
dogan almost unchecked author¬ 
ity to push his agenda even fur¬ 
ther and fundamentally alter 
Turkish society. 

Education has become a central 
issue as parents around the coun¬ 
try are protesting his changes and 
scrambling to find schools of their 
choice as standards slide and un¬ 
employment swells. 

Most controversial has been 
Continued on Page A10 
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Pupils from one of the 4,500 Imam Hatip religious schools in Turkey promoted by the government. 


Europe Allies, 
Grip Slipping, 
Get U.S. Shove 

Anti-Migrant Remarks 
Aimed at Germany 


By PATRICK KINGSLEY 

With a rift over migrants bring¬ 
ing German politics to a boil, the 
country’s feuding leaders scraped 
together a truce Monday on an is¬ 
sue that threatens to topple the 
fragile government. 

Then President Trump stepped 
in. 

“The people of Germany are 
turning against their leadership 
as migration is rocking the al¬ 
ready tenuous Berlin coalition,” 
Mr. Trump said on Twitter, before 
falsely claiming that crime in Ger¬ 
many had risen because of immi¬ 
gration. 

The migrant issue is a political 
wildfire in Europe. It has breathed 
new life into populist movements 
from Hungary to Austria to Italy. 
In Italy, the newly formed govern¬ 
ment coalition rose to power in 
part by drawing on anger about 
migration. It introduced its immi¬ 
gration policy last week by turn¬ 
ing away a boat carrying more 
than 600 migrants from Africa. 

These forces are making it 
harder for European centrists to 
hold onto power — and as his com¬ 
ments made clear Monday, Mr. 
Trump is not making it any easier 
for the United States’ longtime 
partners. 

“He’s quite clearly trying to 
split Europe,” said Jiri Pehe, the 
director of New York University’s 
campus in Prague, and a former 
senior aide to the first president of 
the Czech Republic. 

The American president some¬ 
times uses remarks on events 
abroad to bolster his position at 
home. So it was perhaps not co¬ 
incidental that his tweet about 
Germany’s chancellor, Angela 
Merkel, came as he faced a storm 
of criticism at home over the im¬ 
migration issue, particularly his 
policy of separating children and 
parents at the southern border. 

But his comments have led 
many to suspect his intentions on 
the Continent. 

On Monday, facing a mutiny 
over the immigration issue, Ms. 
Merkel, anchor of the Continent’s 
centrist establishment, narrowly 
avoided the collapse of her gov¬ 
ernment. 

Ms. Merkel has been a some¬ 
times lonely champion for a com¬ 
passionate approach toward ref¬ 
ugees, and for the increasingly en¬ 
dangered liberal consensus that 
has held sway in Europe since the 
end of World War II. 

Mr. Trump’s comments Monday 
were the latest by him, his aides or 
his associates that suggest a de¬ 
sire to disrupt that consensus, a 
desire that has seemingly deep¬ 
ened as they find more ideological 
allies in Europe to work with. 

Earlier this month, Mr. Trump’s 
Continued on Page A8 


TRUMP RESISTING 
A GROWING WRATH 
FOR SEPARATIONS 


BIPARTISAN OBJECTIONS 


Homeland Security Chief 
Says Immigrants Put 
Children ‘at Risk’ 


By KATIE ROGERS 

and SHERYL GAY STOLBERG 

WASHINGTON — President 
Trump and two members of his 
cabinet mounted an aggressive 
defense on Monday of his policy of 
separating children from their 
parents at the border in response 
to a growing outcry from mem¬ 
bers of both parties. 

“They could be murderers and 
thieves and so much else,” Mr. 
Trump said of the people crossing 
the border. “We want a safe coun¬ 
try, and it starts with the borders, 
and that’s the way it is.” 

Attorney General Jeff Sessions 
also defended the practice, while 
insisting that “we do not want to 
separate parents from their chil¬ 
dren,” and later, at a tumultuous 
White House news briefing, Kirst- 
jen Nielsen, the secretary of 
homeland security, gave a forceful 
explanation of the administra¬ 
tion’s actions, arguing that it had 
no choice, and insisting that the 
only way the practice could end 
would be through congressional 
action. 

Unlike Mr. Trump, she did not 
repeat the false accusation that 
only the Democrats, the minority 
party, were to blame for what she 
said was Congress’s failure to act 
to end a policy that, by some 
counts, has resulted in nearly 
2,000 children taken away from 
their parents in a six-week period. 

Ms. Nielsen insisted that the 
children who had been taken into 
custody were well cared for, but 
she was not able to answer several 
questions from reporters who de¬ 
manded specifics about their 
whereabouts and care. She said 
she had not seen widely circulated 
footage of families penned behind 
chain-link cage fencing, nor heard 
audio taken of children wailing in- 
Continued on Page A15 



TOM BRENNER/THE NEW YORK TIMES 

SPACE FORCE The president 
wants a military unit to guard 
interests in space. Page A6. 


How Anti-Immigration Passion 
Was Inflamed From the Fringe 


By MICHAEL D. SHEAR and KATIE BENNER 


WASHINGTON — Jeff Ses¬ 
sions and Stephen Miller spent 
years on the political fringe in the 
nation’s capital as high-decibel 
immigration hard-liners, always 
warning about the dangers of 
open borders but rarely in a posi¬ 
tion to affect law or policy. 

Now, Mr. Sessions, the attorney 
general and former senator from 
Alabama, and Mr. Miller, the pres¬ 
ident’s top policy adviser and for¬ 
mer Senate aide to Mr. Sessions, 
have moved from the edges of the 
immigration debate to its red-hot 
center. Powerful like never before, 
the two are the driving force be¬ 
hind President Trump’s policy 
that has led thousands of children 
to be separated from their parents 
at the nation’s southern border. 


It was Mr. Sessions who or¬ 
dered prosecutors to take a new 
“zero tolerance” attitude toward 
families crossing into the United 
States, part of his plans to reshape 
the country’s law enforcement 
priorities to limit immigration. It 
is Mr. Miller who has championed 
the idea inside the White House, 
selling Mr. Trump on the benefits 
of a policy that his adversaries 
have called “evil,” “inhumane” 
and equivalent to child abuse or 
the internment of the Japanese 
during World War II. 

“The U.S. government has a sa¬ 
cred, solemn, inviolable obligation 
to enforce the laws of the United 
States to stop illegal immigration 
Continued on Page A14 
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Next Step to Legal Pot 

A study done for the state will recom¬ 
mend that New York allow adults to 
consume marijuana legally. PAGE A17 

From Students to Saviors 

One high school in Queens has trained 
over 300 lifeguards, most of them immi¬ 
grants, in the last decade. page A18 



NATIONAL All-16 

Supreme Court Kicks the Can 

The justices declined to address the 
central questions in two gerrymander¬ 
ing cases, leaving the door open to 
more challenges. page A13 

Report on F.B.I. Disputed 

Republican senators said the F.B.I. 
showed bias in the Clinton email inqui¬ 
ry, disputing a report by the Justice 
Department inspector general. PAGE A16 

Rapper Killed in Florida 

XXXTentacion, the stage name of Jah- 
seh Onfroy, whose album “?” topped the 
chart in March, was shot and killed in a 
suspected robbery. PAGE A13 


BUSINESS Bl-6 

Raising Stakes by $200 Billion 

President Trump has escalated a trade 
dispute, threatening to place more 
tariffs on Chinese goods. PAGE Bl 

New Health Plan Rules 

Small firms may soon find it easier to 
band together and create plans that 
skirt the Affordable Care Act. PAGE B4 


INTERNATIONAL A4-10 

Israel Charges Former Minister 

Gonen Segev, a former government 
minister in Africa and convicted drug 
dealer, was arrested under the suspi¬ 
cion of being an Iranian spy. PAGE A6 


ARTS Cl-6 

That’s History, Already? 

European curators are fond of “rapid- 
response collecting,” obtaining items 
right after major events occur. PAGE Cl 

Christo’s British Behemoth 

His latest creation, on a lake in London, 
includes 7,506 barrels, weighs 650 tons 
and is as tall as the Sphinx. PAGE Cl 



SCIENCE TIMES Dl-8 

Fearing a Parasite’s Return 

For 30 years, scientists have fought to 
eliminate the Guinea worm. Now it has 
begun infecting dogs in Africa. PAGE Dl 

Blurring the Lines 

A study of drinking’s health effects died 
amid concerns researchers and the 
alcohol industry were too close. PAGE D3 


EDITORIAL, OP-ED A24-25 

Michelle Goldberg page A25 









































































